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Speech for the Zoom conference in Japan “solidarity overcoming COVID 19"

Miyeon Kim

Member of the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities.

Distinguished Leaders with Disabilities in Japan, | am very glad you invited me here today.

In the COVID 19 pandemic, we're having a hard time that we've never imagined before. This era of
disaster is causing more pain for us with disabilities. However, | would like to appreciate your endless

passionate for keep going to continue the path of human rights in the spirit of strong solidarity.

During the 23rd Committee on the Rights of the People with Disabilities online, our committee
received a report on the current situation of disabled people around the world in the COVID 19

Pandemic situation.

According to the reports of International Disabilities Alliance, most of People with disabilities are at
higher risk of contracting COVID19 due to barriers accessing preventive information and hygiene,
reliance on physical contact with the environment or support persons, as well as respiratory
conditions caused by certain impairments. Even the more, restrictive programs may entail
disruptions in services vital for many persons with disabilities and undermine basic rights such as
food, health care, wash and sanitation, and communications, leading to abandonment, isolation and
institutionalization. Enable International Women says that women and girls with disabilities and
children with disabilities experience multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination and exclusion,
which has an impact on their ability to meet basic needs even in normal times. And in the reports
from many countries, so far, many of the deaths of persons with disabilities, particularly, psychosocial
with disabilities linked to COVID-19 in the world who were presumed to have been infected in

nursing homes, institutions in Long-Term Care Hospitals.

In this urgent crisis, for the make the governments of each country should not exclude the persons



with disabilities from their quarantine policies, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities, along with the Special Envoy of the United Nations Security-General on Disability

and Accessibility, sent a Joint Statement to State Parties via the United Nations.

Article 11 of the CRPD establishes that States parties shall take all possible measures to ensure the
protection and safety of persons with disabilities in the national response to situations of risk and
humanitarian emergencies. This comprises measures in all areas of life of persons with disabilities,
including the protection of their access to the highest attainable standard of health without
discrimination, general wellbeing and prevention of infectious diseases, and measures to ensure
protection against negative attitudes, isolation, and stigmatization that may arise in the midst of
the crisis. By implementing their obligations under the CRPD and fulfilling the commitments in the
Sustainable Development Agenda, States will be able to safeguard the rights and well-being of
persons with disabilities. In doing so, States should consider the diversity among persons with
disabilities, with a particular focus on gender and age, and the situation of persons with disabilities
facing deprivation and hardship. States should ensure the safety and integrity of persons with
disabilities and accelerate measures of deinstitutionalization of persons with disabilities from all
types of institutions. The COVID-19 pandemic has already affected nursing homes, psychiatric
hospitals and other detention centers, where there are heightened risks for persons with disabilities
still in institutions. We, the Committee of the CRPD call upon States to ensure that priority be given
to address situations of poverty, and deprivation of persons with disabilities in their crisis
management plans. States should ensure that economic hardship during the crisis is addressed also
with respect to persons with disabilities who may face the loss of jobs and additional barriers to

meet basic essential needs.
Dear Respected Leaders with disabilities in here,

Our lives as disabled people have suffered a lot from day to day. But in human history, the struggle
of the persons with disabilities never stopped. Rather, a crisis will allow us to start a new era through
creative wisdom, not despair. | believe that in times of crisis what is needed above all is the spirit
of solidarity that does not lose hope in the face of adversity. We must not lose hope to survive

without being ruled out in the midst of hope.

| remember that leaders with disabilities in Japan as a leader who have defended the rights of the
Persons with Disabilities in Asia for decades. | believe your leadership will be the light of Asia's

human rights movement for the Persons with Disabilities in the Covid-19 Pandemic as well.

| hope this event will be a meaningful time to encourage each other and start a new history of
COVID 19 in Japan. The colleagues with disabilities from all over the world in each region and our

committee also with you.



| wish you safety, health and good luck. Thank you
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